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they are different because the soul is infinitesimal while
God is infinite. They share certain attributes in common,
for both are eternal, self-shining, etc., while other attri-
butes are different, for God alone is infinite, omnipresent,
omnipotent. Their relation has been compared with that
of Fire to a single spark in a single flame, or with Water
to a single molecule of water in a drop from the ocean.
The soul is ruled by the delusive powers of creation,
while God is the wielder of those powers and the Inner
Ruler in each soul, the Goal of her meditations and her
aspirations. Essentially the soul is a * part' of God,
and at the last it may either merge back in Him or elect
to remain eternally separate as His devotee to serve
Him (cf. Mundakopanisad 3:1:1-2). In spite of all
her acts which have tended through sinfulness to
separate her from God, the soul has a certain tendency
towards God which must ultimately guide her home to
Him. For <c love for God and a desire to serve Him are
functions of the soul " (Sn. 95).

As the soul is distinct from God, so is it also distinct
from each other soul. All drops of rain are water, yet
surface tension holds each separate drop to its own
distinct ovoidfcl shape. " The Jivatman in each indivi-
dual is different from that in another" (B. 31), and
'" the theory of the plurality of jivas must therefore be
upheld" (M. 164). And the reader is reminded that the
word *J'iva ' means a * living being ', and is in no way
confined to the human kingdom; Hindu thought, now
confirmed by biological discoveries through Sir
J. C. Bose, has always held that all creation is instinct